
 

 

The City of opportunity, the community of choice 
 

TO:  Mayor Ekberg 
  Councilmembers  
 
FROM:  David Cline, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  September 26, 2018     
 
SUBJECT: Report for October 1, 2018 Regular Council Meeting 
 
 
The City Administrator Report is meant to provide the Council, staff and community an update on 
the activities of the City and on issues that concern Tukwila.  Please let me know if you have any 
questions or need additional information about any of the following items. 
 
I. Intergovernmental Update   

• Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Mayor’s Exchange: Mayor Ekberg attended the 
AWC Mayor’s Exchange in Walla Walla on September 12. 

• AARP WA Candidate Forum: Mayor Ekberg offered opening remarks at the Candidate Forum 
held at the Sullivan Center at Tukwila Village on September 14. 

• SeeClickFix Conference: The City of Tukwila hosted the SeeClickFix Summer Workshop at 
the Tukwila Community Center September 18-19. Mayor Ekberg offered welcoming remarks 
Attendees came from as nearby as SeaTac, and as far away as Topeka, Kansas. Mayor Ekberg 
offered welcoming remarks and City of Tukwila staff from PD, Public Works, Code 
Enforcement and Community Services and Engagement participated on a panel to discuss 
how we handle difficult issues such as homeless encampments. Attendees stayed at Hotel 
Interurban and SeeClickFix co-hosted a social hour at Odin Brewery with a nationwide 
organization called Engaging Local Government Leaders (ELGL) based out of Portland. 

• SCATBrd Meeting: Community Development staff attended the monthly SCATBrd meeting on 
September 18. Washington State gave a presentation on the Road Usage Charge pilot project 
where the State is looking into the technical feasibility of charging road users by miles 
traveled, to help raise funding for improvements and maintenance of state roads given 
declining gas tax revenues. The pilot project is underway and will be completed in 2019, to be 
followed by an evaluation and report in 2020. 

• King County Metro Technical Advisory Committee Meeting: Community Development staff 
attended the King County Metro Technical Advisory Committee meeting on September 19. 
Metro has scaled back implementation of the 2025 Rapid Ride network: Instead of the 13 new 
Rapid Ride lines originally planned to be operational by 2025, six new lines will be operational 
by 2025 and an additional line in either East or South King County will be delivered in 2027. 
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Metro is looking for ways to coordinate with cities on capital projects, and proposed regional 
teams made up of key staff in cities within King County subareas. 

• Senator King Tours Strander Boulevard: On September 20, Mayor Ekberg, City 
Administrator David Cline, Deputy City Administrator Rachel Bianchi and Public Works 
Director Henry Hash provided a tour of Strander Boulevard to Washington State Senator 
Curtis King who is the ranking minority member of the Senate Transportation Committee. 

• Regional Transit Committee Meeting: Community Development staff attended the monthly 
Regional Transit Committee meeting where Metro shared an overview of their outlook for 
public transportation funding. Metro will be focusing on bus base expansion to support the 
transit network envisioned in Metro Connects. Bus base expansion includes Metro’s purchase 
of a Group Health property in Tukwila, which is planned to include additional bus parking 
capacity and staff facilities, and to be operational by 2021. A South Base Annex is also 
planned by 2025 on the west side of East Marginal Way in Tukwila, on existing Metro property 
used for bus driver training. 

• K4C Meeting: Community Development staff attended a K4C meeting to prepare for the 
October 2 K4C Elected officials Summit.  The Puget Clean Air Agency also presented on their 
Climate Action Plan and King County provided an update on the Million Trees program. 

 
II. Community Events  

• Family Fest: Family Fest was held at Cascade View Community Park on September 19.  The 
event started at 3pm and over 600 people attended, 15 vendors were onsite, and many 
participated in Drum Life’s interactive drumming circle. 

• WoodSprings Suites Ribbon Cutting: Mayor Ekberg participated in the WoodSprings Suites 
Ribbon Cutting on September 19. 

• Tukwila Opportunity Zones: An information session on Tukwila’s Opportunity Zones will be 
held on November 2 at 10 AM at the Sullivan Center at Tukwila Village. 

 
III. Staff Updates  

Project Updates 
• 42nd Ave Phase III:      Estimated Completion: December 2018  

Seattle City Light continues to install the new underground electrical system. CenturyLink is 
working on their new underground system. This work is expected to continue for several 
weeks. Traffic delays on 42nd Ave S are expected during the weekdays due to the utility 
cutover work. There is minimal road construction at this time to make way for the utility 
cutover work. 

• 53rd Ave S:        Estimated Completion: March 2019 
The contractor continues to address the electrical conduit for the project. The road from 
Interurban Ave S to S 137th St was paved on September 18. 

• BAR Bridge Rehabilitation:               Estimated Completion: February 2019        
On September 14 the contractor installed a 225-foot-long, 450,000-pound beam which will 
support the new sidewalk on the south side of the structure. This lift required all rail traffic to 
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be stopped along the west side of Washington and the contractor completed the work within 
the 4-hour work window. Contractor will now begin to install the steel for the sidewalk. 

• King Lasik Medical Building: King Lasik applied for a building permit to construct a new 
13,708 square foot medical building located at 6700 Fort Dent Way. 

• New Element by Westin Hotel: Element by Westin applied for a building permit to construct a 
new 116,715 square foot hotel located at 515 Industry Drive. 

• Permit Activity Increases: August 2018 permit activity has increased by 73 permits and a 
value of $22,460,713 in comparison with August 2017. 

• Crestview Dog Park Closure: The Crestview Dog Park will be closed for approximately two 
months for turf renovation.  Signs regarding the closure have been placed at three locations 
encouraging use of the small dog park at Crestview or the Joseph Foster Dog Park. 

• Tukwila Health and Wellness Center: HealthPoint is conducting a needs assessment to plan 
the new Health and Wellness Center that will be built south of Tukwila Village. The Center will 
include primary care medical, dental, behavioral health and other services.  If you would like 
to participate in the community survey or share your suggestions, please contact Chris 
Cooper at ccooper@healthpointchc.org.  

• Tukwila Village: The Tukwila Village Community Development Association (TVCDA) is the 
new non-profit organization being formed by the City and the Tukwila Village developer are 
forming, with the help of the Sustainable Housing for Ageless Generations. TVCDA will 
manage the Sullivan Center’s meeting room, community kitchen and plaza.  The first board 
meeting was held on September 20.  One of the Board’s key tasks is to select a venue 
manager so the Center can be fully utilized. If anyone has questions, please contact Derek 
Speck at Derek.Speck@TukwilaWA.gov.  

 
Boards and Commissions 
• Arts Commission: No vacancies. 
• Civil Service Commission: No vacancies. 
• Community-Oriented Policing Citizens Advisory Board: Vacant Position: Student 

Representative.  
• Equity & Social Justice Commission:  Vacant Position: Student Representative.  
• Human Services Advisory Board: No vacancies. 
• Landmark Commission: No vacancies. 
• Library Advisory Board: Vacant Positions: Position #7 Resident and Student Representative. 
• Lodging Tax Advisory Committee: Vacant Positions: No vacancies.  
• Park Commission: Vacant Positions: Position #4 Resident and Student Representative.  
• Planning Commission: No vacancies. 
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