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2017 Council PresidentMayor’s Message

Allan Ekberg, Mayor

LEADERS AT THE LIBRARY – This Saturday, February 18 from 10:00am to 12:00noon, drop by Foster Library (4060 S. 144th Street)  
to chat with Tukwila Mayor Allan Ekberg and Tukwila School District Superintendent Nancy Coogan.   

Discuss your concerns, ask any questions.   Topic:  Solidarity with all families and immigration rights.

Given recent national events, I have been asked often these 
past few weeks about our City’s policy as a welcoming and 
inclusive City, and wanted to take a few moments to share with you our policies 
and practices.

Tukwila has a long history of declaring ourselves an inclusive city, and indeed did 
so the first time over a decade ago.  This past November the City Council passed an 
additional resolution reaffirming our commitment to being an inclusive city.  You 
can find both an English and Spanish version of the resolution, number 1900, by 
visiting the City’s Digital Records Center at TukwilaWA.gov/records and searching  
“Resolution” and “1900”.

We have been working closely with the Tukwila School District to disseminate this 
information, including having members of our Police Department attend various 
community meetings to discuss our policies and procedures, providing copies of 
Resolution #1900, and promoting this information in our City publications. 

I want to be clear that it is not the City’s practice to ask for proof of residency for any 
City service, including assistance from our Human Services Division or response by 
our Fire and Police Departments.  The Tukwila Police Department does not inquire 
into immigration status and does not have the practice of reaching out to federal 
immigration authorities except to collaborate in the solving of serious crimes.  

We want to ensure that all members of our community are safe, and for them to 
know that they are encouraged to call 911 in the event of an emergency.

I want you to hear directly from me that all our families have my support and that 
I stand with our residents, as does our City Council, regardless of national origin, 
religion, etc.  Our community is strengthened by the many beautiful historical, cul-
tural, and linguistic varieties that make up the fabric of the City of Tukwila.

Tukwila’s commitment to inclusion

I thought it might be interesting for our community to get a bet-
ter understanding of what Councilmembers do besides attend City 
meetings. Most Councilmembers participate on regional commit-
tees that run the gamut from business and economics to transpor-
tation, housing and environment. I think I’ll start with one of the 
weirder sounding committees, the WRIA9 one that I’m on.  ‘WRIA9’ 
stands for Water Resource Area Number 9. 

In 1999 when the federal government first listed Chinook salmon as 
‘endangered,’ they gave the State a chance to fix the problem before 
getting involved in our local land use and conservation decisions. 
Washington State was properly horrified by the idea of Washington 
DC controlling what could or could not be developed here. Besides, 
most people in our state liked salmon and wanted to protect them.

Then the State did something really smart by forming the WRIAs. 
Every major State watershed, ( a river and all its associated streams 
and salt water areas) was numbered and a local government com-
mittee was formed to plan and arrange for whatever was necessary 
to protect and restore Chinook salmon in that watershed.

So the strange name, WRIA9, stands for the Duwamish/Green River 
Watershed which is made up of representatives from all seventeen 
jurisdictions in the watershed, including big governments like King 
County and Seattle as well as smaller ones like Tukwila. 

Back in 2000 to 2005, with Tukwila Mayor Mullet’s leadership, WRIA9 
developed a plan for restoring our Chinooks called, “Making Our 
Watershed Fit for a King.” Since then over 130 million dollars have 
been raised and spent restoring sites necessary for Chinook salm-
on. WRIA9 provides scientific, engineering, and fundraising support 
for restoration projects. 

Twelve years have elapsed since the original plan and a lot of salm-
on science is better understood so the plan is now being updated. 
In addition, we have learned that protecting river floodplain areas, 
solving storm water pollution, and understanding climate change 
are key. Simply put, we have too much economic development go-
ing on in the Puget Sound region to continue to do things as we’ve 
been doing them. Our Puget Sound region is growing fast, which is 
wonderful for jobs and homes, but not so great for salmon, Orcas, 
and a healthy Puget Sound. All that pavement, roof tops, and roads 
can be bad for the environment.

I chair the WRIA9 Management Committee and our goal is to not 
only restore key watershed areas, but to find a way to grow smarter. 
Smarter so that some of what we love about our wonderful environ-
ment survives along with us. I’m following in Mayor Mullet’s foot-
steps. He, and now I, want something left for our grandchildren.

Public Safety Plan – what’s next?   
Come to an Open House at Fire Station 54

Thanks to the support of Tukwila voters who passed the Public Safety 
Bond, over the next few years we will be building a new Justice Center and 
three new fire stations.  We will also be constructing a new consolidated 
Public Works facility, paid for by equal contributions from the City’s Gen-
eral and Enterprise Funds. 

Interested in learning more about Tukwila’s effort to move forward on the 
Public Safety Plan?  The City invites you to come learn more about this 
process and provide your thoughts about criteria for selecting facility loca-
tions. An Open House will be held on 

Saturday, March 18 from 10:00am to 12:00noon  
at Fire Station #54  –  4261 South 144th Street

Kid-friendly activities and refreshments will be provided.  (Due to limited 
parking on site, please park across the street at Foster High School.)

Last week’s snow storm was no match for the City’s Public Works crews, who worked 
long hours to battle ice and snow-filled streets throughout Tukwila.  Beginning Sunday 
night, City crews on 24-hour shifts were busy clearing streets, laying down sand and de-
icer, and addressing fallen trees and other hazards.

An after-action review shows that crews put down 80 tons 
of mixed sand and salt.  That’s an amount of sand equal to 
the weight of a right whale or an old-fashioned locomotive!  
The City has an established list of priority streets for plow-
ing, sanding and de-icing, which can be found by searching 
“snow and ice routes map” on the City’s website.  The City 
cannot address snow and ice removal on private roads and 
driveways, given they are privately-held properties.  In addi-
tion, commercial property owners are also responsible for 
clearing their own driveways and parking lots.

Property taxes rising to fulfill voters’ priorities
When property owners receive their property tax bills mailed in mid-February, they will 
see an increase in property taxes, reflecting the priorities supported by local and region-
al voters, including school and transportation funding as well as Tukwila’s own Public 
Safety Bonds. 

More than 48% of a Tukwila homeowners’ property taxes were approved by voters.  
These taxes cover not only the priorities identified above, but also regional parks and 
open space, funding for human services and veterans, regional communications net-
works for our first responders, Emergency Medical Services, and the Automated Fin-
gerprint Identification System.  The School District – either Tukwila School District or 
Highline School District – receives more than 40% of the property taxes, while the State 
school fund receives an additional 15%.  All of the smaller taxing districts, such as the 
Port, County, King County Library System, etc., make up around 21% of the taxes.

This leaves approximately 23% of a homeowners’ property taxes going to the City of Tuk-
wila.  The majority (85%) of the City’s portion of property taxes goes into the General 
Fund to support various City services ¬ police protection, ongoing fire services and street 
maintenance, to name just a few.  The remaining portion goes to fund the Public Safety 
Bond, recently approved by the voters, that will pay for the construction of three new 
fire stations and a Justice Center, and will ensure full funding of the Tukwila Fire Depart-
ment’s equipment needs – such as fire trucks and other life-safety apparatus – for the 
20-year life of the bond.  

Commercial property owners also affected
Because more than 80% of the property taxes in Tukwila are collected from commercial 
property owners, they too will see an increase in their property taxes due to voter-ap-
proved measures.  Tukwila’s total assessed value is in excess of $5 billion, of which more 
than $4 billion is in the City’s commercial areas.  As the region’s post-recession economy 
continues to improve, all properties have seen an increase in appraised value.

Low-income seniors and disabled persons are eligible for property tax relief.  King Coun-
ty offers two programs: one offering a tax reduction and/or exemption, and one that is a 
tax deferral.  Both programs are subject to income, age and other restrictions.  If you or 
someone you know is interested in learning more about these programs, please contact 
the King County Assessor’s office at 206-296-3920, or Google “King County tax relief.”

By City policy, abutting property owners are responsible for removing snow and ice 
on sidewalks.  The City tries to address heavily-used sidewalk routes such as those 
around schools and transit centers, but lacks the crews and specialized equipment 

to remove snow and ice from every sidewalk.

This past week street crews also responded to reports 
of downed trees and power lines.  These and other 
hazards were reported by residents through a variety 
of means, including phone calls, emails and through 
Tukwila Works, the City’s online/app-based issue re-
porting platform initiated last year.  In the event of 
another snow or ice storm, community members who 
wish to report an issue should call 206-433-1860, email 
Maintenance@TukwilaWA.gov, or visit the City’s web-
site at TukwilaWA.gov/Tukwila-Works.

Please join us for a very informal coffee.
Get to know your neighborhood officers  

and let us get to know you.  
Share your concerns and let us answer  

any questions you have.

February 25, 2017, from 5:00–7:00pm 
at Tukwila’s Community Center
Tickets:  $20 each
Be a HERO – contribute to the H.E.R.O. Scholar-
ship Fund (Help Expand Recreation Opportuni-
ties), while celebrating the people and programs 
that have added to the success of the Tukwila Com-
munity Center.  The H.E.R.O. Gala is an event to 
celebrate the 20-year anniversary of TCC while 
raising money for the H.E.R.O. Scholarship Fund.  
The scholarship fund helps to offset the costs of rec-
reation programs for Tukwila’s children and resi-
dents.  We hope you can join us for a fun evening 
of music, stories, small bites, and cheer!  Tickets 
available at the Tukwila Community Center or by 
calling 206-768-2822. 

Green line?

Save the date – Tukwila Community Center will be closed for most activities March 20 
through 24 for its annual Spring cleaning.
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Speak with a Councilmember  
about what’s on your mind! 

Billy Baroo’s at Foster Golf Links 
13500 Interurban Avenue S

10:00am to 12:00 noon

Council
Chat

Next Chat:  
March 11

Provide input at Public Meeting  
on Tukwila’s Stormwater  

Management Program Plan
To meet the requirements of the City of Tukwila’s 
Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater 
Permit, the City’s Stormwater Management Program 
is currently being updated. Tukwila’s Public Works 
Department would like public input to help direct 
the updates. Please join us at a Public Meeting for an 
overview of the proposed changes.

Tuesday, February 28, 2017  –  1:00–2:00pm 
6300 Southcenter Blvd., Suite #100 

 (next door to Tukwila City Hall)

The Public Meeting agenda will include Phase II Per-
mit requirements, discussion of proposed changes, 
and public comments.  Residents, businesses and 
interested parties are urged to attend. Interested par-
ties include business owners, engineers, planners, 
designers, contractors and related professionals that 
live and/or work in the City of Tukwila.

If unable to attend but wish to provide comments, 
please contact Greg Villanueva, Tukwila’s National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)  
Coordinator, at 206-431-2442, or Greg.Villanueva@
TukwilaWA.gov. The current 2016 SWMP Plan is avail-
able on the Tukwila’s NPDES web page at TukwilaWA.
gov/NPDES and the 2017 SWMP Plan will be posted 
once it has been updated.

The Gala schedule will  
accommodate attendees also wishing to  

drop by the Tukwila International Boulevard  
(TIB) Community Workshop on the same evening.  
The TIB Workshop, which begins at 6:30pm, will be 
the opportunity to ask questions and discuss draft 

ideas about shaping the future of the TIB  
neighborhood.  Location: Church by the Side  

of the Road, 3455 South 148th Street

H.E.R.O. GALA FUNDRAISER

Spring cleaning already?
Just a heads-up that the annual 
maintenance closure is scheduled 
for the Tukwila Community Center.  
TCC will be closed for most activities 
the week of March 20–24.

PUBLIC WORKS CREWS BATTLE THE WEATHER


