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The City of Opportunity

The Community of Choice

Meeting agendas, City programs, recreation activities, publications and more… get the most current information at TukwilaWA.gov!

Tukwila Village Community Celebration & Ribbon Cutting – Saturday, July 21 from 1:00 to 4:00pm
Touch-A-Truck Safety Fair at Westfield Southcenter – Saturday, July 28 from  9:00am to 1:00pm
Tukwila’s 25th Annual Community Garage Sale – Saturday, August 18 – Register your sale by July 20!

The importance of roads and infrastructure 

ouncil
ornercc

by Verna Seal,  

Allan Ekberg, Mayor

As we’ve all experienced, the advent of summer 
brings the arrival of traffic cones, barricades and 
orange-vested crews performing road projects.  
Although road construction can be inconvenient 
and frustrating to drivers, the importance of roads 
and other infrastructure to our community cannot 
be overstated.  Good roads are necessary so that 
people can move between home, work, school, 
shopping and more.  Just as importantly, our first 
responders need good roads to respond quickly 
to emergencies.  We perform these roadway im-
provements not only for Tukwila’s residents and 
businesses, but also for the tens of thousands of 
people passing through our crossroads communi-
ty every day.  I’d like to highlight three of the road 
projects we have going on right now. 

42nd Avenue South – Construction on 42nd Av-
enue South began in July of 2017.  The project on 
this important residential corridor encompasses 
street improvements, drainage, curbs, gutters and 
driveway adjustments, as well as new sidewalks 
and bike facilities and the undergrounding of 
the various utility wires along 42nd.  The project 
plans also include building a new culvert at Gil-
liam Creek that will make the stream crossing fish-
passable and improve roadway safety. 

As you may know, this project has experienced a 
number of challenges and delays, mainly due to 
excessive water and unexpected soil conditions 
encountered at the Gilliam Creek culvert.  How-
ever, we recently reached the major milestone 
with the first lift of paving of 42nd Avenue South 
between South 160th Street and Southcenter 
Boulevard.  Although the street remains “closed 
to through traffic” during the contractor’s work 
hours (normally Monday through Friday, 7:00am 
to 4:00pm), the roadway is open to through traffic 
when the contractor is not working.  Work contin-
ues with construction of new sidewalks and drive-
ways, and we are continuing to maintain a tem-
porary non-ADA compliant pedestrian path across 
the Gilliam Creek culvert area.  We anticipate the 
second and final asphalt lift no later than Novem-
ber of this year with minor restoration continuing.  
Your patience is very much appreciated. 

Mayor’s Message

Bring your family, invite your neighbors, and 
tell your friends to pack a picnic and prepare 
for an evening of live music, lawn games, 
arts & craft projects, and more!  Free treats 
& goodies to first 200 attendees!  We’re 
looking forward to seeing YOU at the Park.

Live Music, Lawn Games, 
Free Treats & Goodies 

Come on out and play!
July 18 • 5:00–7:00pm 

Riverton Park 4401 S. 133rd St.

July 25 • 5:00–7:00pm 
Tukwila Park  15460 - 65th Ave. S.

Happy July!  Summer is in full swing and I hope you are 
enjoying the beautiful weather and long days.  

One very important project that the City is working on this 
summer is the celebration of the Southcenter District’s 
50th anniversary.  The mall opened on July 31, 1968, fea-
turing then Governor Dan Evans as the keynote speaker.  
This event truly launched the district as a regional shop-
ping, dining and entertainment center that continues to 
grow and thrive to this day.  We are planning a series of fun 
events in partnership with the Seattle Southside Chamber 
of Commerce and Westfield to celebrate.   

v On July 28, Touch-A-Truck will be held in the 
Westfield Southcenter parking lot. This family event 
allows kids to explore fire trucks, tractors, police cars 
and other vehicles.  

v On July 31, Westfield is hosting an evening reception 
with a champagne toast in the style of the original 
opening event.  Ticket sales benefit Children’s 
Hospital, which is the same charity that received the 
proceeds back in 1968 when it was known as Seattle 
Children’s Orthopedic Hospital!

Celebration events later this year include a free communi-
ty celebration at the mall on August 4, the Rave Green Run 
with the Seattle Sounders on September 15, an evening 
event at the new Hotel Interurban on September 28 and, 
in October, the City of Tukwila is going to co-sponsor the 
Haunted Factory Tour at Seattle Chocolates. 

The City Council is so proud of our Southcenter District and 
the way it is growing and evolving.  Last month we held an 
event to celebrate several new projects: completion of the 
beautiful Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge, the opening of the 
Hotel Interurban and Airmark Apartment Building, and the 
groundbreaking of the Marvelle at Southcenter, which will 
offer luxury units to active seniors.  We are seeing the dis-
trict transform to an increasingly walkable and bikeable 
urban environment where people want to live, work and 
play.  The Southcenter District is truly one of our commu-
nity gems with its views of Mount Rainier, natural ameni-
ties like the Green River and Tukwila Pond, and the unpar-
alleled access to bus, commuter rail, light rail, the airport 
and major regional roadways.

Many wonderful Southcenter memories have been cre-
ated over the last half century, and we are very interested 
in hearing your stories.  To keep up to date on all the ac-
tivities, and to share photos and memories, please like our 
Facebook and Instagram profiles, @Southcenter50. 

Celebrating Southcenter

City modifies Public Safety Plan

Tukwila’s Original Public Safety Plan –  
In November of 2016, voters in Tukwila approved a public 
safety bond to pay for:

l Replacement of three seismically-deficient, aging fire 
stations (Stations 51, 52 and 54)

l Fire equipment and apparatus - such as fire trucks and 
other life/safety tools - for the life of the 20-year bond; 
and

l Construction of a Justice Center to house the Police 
Department and Municipal Court.

Additionally, to replace Tukwila’s existing seismically-defi-
cient and undersized public works shops, the City is build-
ing a consolidated Public Works facility, funded by equal 
contributions from the City’s General and Enterprise Funds.

Since the projects were first identified in 2015, market con-
ditions and cost escalation have ballooned significantly, 
adding substantial costs to each project on both land ac-
quisition and construction costs.  The City Council Finance 
Committee has been working since February of this year 
to identify the best course of action to address the fund-
ing gap and deliver key projects in the most fiscally-prudent 
manner.  As a result, the Council provided staff direction on 
how to achieve these goals while continuing to implement 
the Public Safety Plan.

Changes to the Public Safety Plan –  
The modified Public Safety Plan includes:

l Replace Fire Stations 51 and 52; the Fire Stations Lo-
cation Study completed in 2017 indicated that both 
Fire Stations 51 and 52 need to move south in order to 
maintain an equitable level of fire response throughout 
the City.  Because the existing Station 54 is within the 
area identified in the Study for optimal location – and 
in order to save costs to the City – it will not be replaced 
at this time.

l Modify the fire equipment and apparatus funding to 10 
years; the City will identify a long-term strategy for sub-
sequently funding this equipment to ensure the ongo-
ing success of our Public Safety Plan.

l Construction of the Justice Center remains as planned; 
it will house the Police Department, Municipal Court 
and the City’s Emergency Operations Center.

l Invest $30M in Public Works to acquire the property, 
implement a master planning process, and improve at 
least one of the existing buildings on site.

The City has identified a strategy to implement the modi-
fied Public Safety Plan that does not require additional 
voter-approved tax dollars nor any new taxes.

53rd Avenue South – The 53rd Avenue South proj-
ect includes curb, gutter, sidewalk, underground-
ing electrical and other wires, and installation of 
lighting to provide pedestrian and vehicle safety.  
Over the last several weeks work was delayed to 
allow Seattle City Light’s undergrounding archi-
tecture to be finalized.  Current activity includes 
work on sewer and water lines, and installation of 
underground electrical vaults.  Traffic occasionally 
may be reduced to one lane, but you should only 
experience minimal delays.  Like 42nd Avenue 
South, the roadway is open to local traffic when 
the contractor is not working.  Project completion 
and final overlay is still on target for March 2019.

Annual overlay and repair – This City program 
repaves residential and commercial streets each 
year.  Southcenter Boulevard, between Macadam 
Road South and 66th Avenue South, along with 
58th Avenue South and South 133rd Street, have 
been completed for 2018.  The overlay process in-
cludes grinding the old pavement down approxi-
mately two inches, then placing new asphalt and 
finalizing the process with pavement markings.  If 
needed, ADA sidewalk ramps are brought up to 
code.  New overlay is estimated to last 15-20 years, 
depending on traffic conditions.

Again, we thank you for your patience as we work 
to build and maintain great roads and infrastruc-
ture for our community.

Each year, hundreds of Tukwila residents join 
their neighbors in celebrating an evening of 
fun while sending the message to criminals 
that they are not welcome in Tukwila!

NNO is an annual event celebrated across the 
U.S., Canada and military installations. The 
evening is set-aside for residents to come to-
gether to meet one another and share crime 
prevention tips. Tukwila Police and Fire De-
partments as well as City Council members, 
Code Enforcement officers and Tukwila Hu-
man Services representatives visit each neigh-
borhood event that “registers” their event.

Sign up online by August 1, 2018 to register 
your event for 2018 National Night Out Against 
Crime on the evening of August 7, 2018. 

TukwilaWA.gov/NNO

Scenes from 
“See You in the 

Park” event  
at Foster  

Memorial Park

Primary election is coming on August 7.   
No stamp?  No problem.  
King County Elections is making it easier than ever for voters to par-
ticipate!  In May, the King County Council approved a budget request 
for prepaid postage, which will allow voters in King County to return 
their ballot through the mail without a stamp.  Last year King County 
Elections conducted two prepaid postage pilot projects with suc-
cessful results.  Eliminating the need for a stamp removes a barrier 
for voters, encourages higher ballot return rates, 
and allows all communities to become further 
engaged in the elections process.  Ballot drop 
boxes will still be available 24/7, up till 8:00pm 
on Election Day.

Ballots for the upcoming August 7 primary 
election are expected to be mailed out to 
registered voters in mid-July.  The dead-
line for in-person registration for new voters is July 30.

More information is available by contacting King County Elections at 
206-296-1565 or Election.Services@KingCounty.gov. 

For information on voter registration and upcoming elections, visit 
KingCounty.gov/depts/elections.aspx.

The City of Tukwila provides an engaging,  
productive and safe work environment,  

in addition to providing excellent  
benefits and competitive salaries.  

Current openings include:
Fiscal Specialist/Treasury

Building Inspector III
Lateral Police Officer

Public Works Project Inspector
and a number of seasonal/temporary 

positions for maintenance and  
Parks & Recreation staffing.

Search our listing of employment  
opportunities with descriptions, salaries, 
requirements, and other information at

GovernmentJobs.com/careers/TukwilaWA
The City of Tukwila is  

an equal opportunity employer.
In November 2017, the City Council officially named a field at Joseph 
Foster Memorial Park as the “Joe Henry Duffie Field” to honor Joe 
Duffie’s 36 years of service on the City Council.  On Wednesday, July 
11, the City held a dedication ceremony complete with an unveiling 
of a new sign that describes Joe’s contributions to the City. 

Long-time  
Councilmember 

honored at 
unveiling event

Come work with us!

August 7 is the date for the 
2018 National Night Out 

Against Crime

EVENT REMINDERS:


