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Mark your calendar for some GOULISH, HEALTHY FUN at Tukwila’s AUTUMN HARVEST CARNIVAL   
Thursday, October 25 from 6:00 to 8:00pm at Tukwila’s Community Center

For ages 1–12      Dress up in your best costume and join the fun!     Cost:  $2 per child
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by Verna Seal,  
2018 Council President

Allan Ekberg, Mayor

Mayor’s Message
Greetings, and happy Autumn!  I love this time of year—school is in 
session, sweaters and boots come out from the back of the closet, 
and the colors are changing beautifully every day.  I just returned 
from my 12th annual trip to Ashland for the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, and once again it was a wonderful experience.  Fully im-
mersed in language, theatre and performance, I enjoyed two shows 
a day for four days.  For me, this underlined the important role of 
cultural enrichment in helping us exchange and understand stories 
and ideas from all types of people everywhere.  Our lives are busier 
than ever (and technology can add to that frenzied feeling).  I urge 
everyone to slow down and make time with your families to experi-
ence some of the local cultural opportunities in and near Tukwila.  

Visual Arts – The City has hired two artists in residence who will 
begin work in October, respectively focusing on the Tukwila Inter-
national Boulevard neighborhood and the Duwamish River.  The 
Tukwila Arts Commission recently launched a rotating art exhibit 
at the Community Center.  The current display features works by 
Buddy Bunting, who explores the prison system in the American 
west through painting and drawing.

Literary Arts –“Las Memorias Hablan/Memories Speak,” an inter-
active poetry and storytelling workshop at the Tukwila Library, on 
October 18, from 6:30–8:30pm.  Bring one or two family photos with 
special meaning.  And don’t forget the Friends of the Tukwila Li-
brary book sale on October 20, from 10:00am to 3:00pm. 

Theatre Arts – The Hi-Liners theater group is presenting “Into the 
Woods,” by James Lapine and Steven Sondheim at the Highline 
Performing Arts Center, every weekend through September 23.  The 
Burien Actors Theatre will be opening a new show, “Dr. Franken-
stein: A Gothic Tale” by Selma Dimitrijevic, during the month of Oc-
tober.  Check Hi-Liners.org and BurienActorsTheatre.org for more 
details on both.  Let’s not forget the Drama team at Foster High will 
be gearing up for some wonderful productions this school year – 
details to be announced.

Musical Arts – The Rainier Symphony’s fall concert Excerpts of 
Americana will be performed on October 20 and 21 at the Foster 
Performing Arts Center.  A gem you may not know about is the live 
music hosted at East Marginal Way’s Lucky Liquor, mostly the LOUD 
and rocking variety, every weekend and many weekdays as well. 

In the words of William Shakespeare: “All the world’s a stage, and 
all the men and women merely players; they have their exits and 
entrances, and one man in his time plays many parts.” (Jaques in 
As You Like It).  Make this community your stage – take the time to 
try something new – challenge yourself.  Get out and see more of 
our town – Tukwila.  

The City of Tukwila provides 
an engaging, productive and 

safe work environment,  
in addition to providing  
excellent benefits and  
competitive salaries.  
Search our listing of  

employment opportunities 
with descriptions, salaries, 

requirements, and  
other information at

GovernmentJobs.com/ 
careers/TukwilaWA

The City of Tukwila is  
an equal opportunity employer.

Come work with us!
Tukwila: a hub for cultural activity?  Why, yes!

Components of the Public Safety Plan forge ahead
Implementation of Tukwila’s modified Public Safety Plan continues to move forward.  The Plan includes 
construction of two new fire stations, a Justice Center and Public Works facility.  Progress is being made 
on all of the Plan’s projects, and Fire Station 51 – located in Tukwila’s urban center - leads the pack.  The 
design of the replacement Fire Station 51 is currently in the “construction documents” phase, meaning 
that the building design phase is more than 60% complete.  Located at Southcenter Parkway and South 
180th, the City expects to break ground on the project in early 2019 and move into the facility in early 2020.

Progress also continues on the Justice Center, a combined Police/Municipal Court/Emergency Operations 
facility to be located on Tukwila International Boulevard.  The City is pleased to have come to agreement 
with all of the businesses located on the site.  Business owners were provided financial assistance, help 
identifying other properties, permit credits and other technical assistance.  The City hopes these busi-
nesses will relocate in Tukwila where they can remain valued and integral members of this community.  
Another significant development on this project was the recent demolition of a long-vacant and derelict 
building on the Justice Center site.

Finally, development of the combined Public Works facility is making headway.  The City recently went 
through a public process, selecting an architect to provide master planning services.  Additionally, Tuk-
wila continues working with the property owners to identify mutually acceptable terms for property ac-
quisition by the City. 

For the second year in a row, we had the 
pleasure of hosting 10 high school interns 
from Foster, Garfield and Raisbeck Aviation 
High Schools.  Among this group of interns, 
nine languages other than English are spo-
ken!  I initiated this program last year as a 
way to expose young people to government service and potential 
careers.  As the students get real-world work experience, it also 
provides our busy departments with extra hands during the sum-
mer.  Hosting interns throughout the City is a special part of my 
summer, because we invariably all learn from each other.

Fall is here – the days are getting shorter, the leaves are beginning 
to come down, and school has started back up.  As responsible driv-
ers, we all need to make the effort to drive extra carefully, watching 
for students and families that walk to and from our schools. Be 
sure to obey all posted speed limits, especially in school zones.  
Remember, it is already getting dark sooner – and staying that way 
later in the morning – so be sure to watch out for pedestrians. 

Yes, the fall leaves sure are beautiful in Tukwila, but they can cause 
a lot of trouble for our stormwater system.  Clogged storm drains 
together with fall and winter rainstorms can lead to serious flood-
ing, damaging property and wreaking havoc on driving condi-
tions.  Last year, a clogged storm drain caused chest-level flooding 
on Southcenter Boulevard underneath I-5!  Please help us out by 
clearing leaves from storm drains whenever possible, and let us 
know about any potential flood hazards you see by using the City’s 
online reporting tool – TukwilaWA.gov/TukwilaWorks. 

Some autumnal thoughts…

Working together – our summer high school interns and City staff

City’s road projects  
affected by strike
On August 21, 2018, Western Wash-
ington crane operators and other 
workers rejected a union contract 
and went on strike for 17 days.  
The strike affected tower cranes, 
concrete pumpers, dirt work, pav-
ers, hoisting and materials han-
dlers, and other heavy equipment 
operators on job sites throughout 
the Puget Sound region from King 
County north to Whatcom County, 
the Olympic Peninsula, and Cen-
tral Washington.

The work stoppage affected the 
City of Tukwila’s road construction 
projects – 42nd Avenue South, 
53rd Avenue South, and the Boe-
ing Access Road Bridge Rehabilita-
tion – resulting in delayed time-
lines for the projects’ completion.  
Because the entire region was 
impacted, once work started up 
again, the City is now having to 
compete for construction resourc-
es.  Pavement and overlay work 
will be also impacted because we 
are pushing into the rainy season.

Examining the 2019/2020 Budget process
By its very nature, a biennial budget is produced by the City of 
Tukwila every two years.  The City is again committed to develop-
ing a fiscally-sound, balanced budget for 2019 and 2020.  As is 
true of many jurisdictions, Tukwila is projected to experience a 
misalignment of revenues and expenditures in the coming bien-
nium.  Sales tax – which makes up more than 1/3 of our revenue 
– has flattened, and revenue growth is not keeping pace with the 
cost of ongoing expenditures.  Additionally, the State funding of 
sales tax mitigation, established to compensate cities like Tuk-
wila that were hard-hit by the change to destination-based sales 
tax, will end by 2020.

Tukwila’s Police and Fire Departments were directed to iden-
tify 1.5% in budget reductions, and the remaining departments 
produced 3% reductions in their budgets.  Also, implementation 
of Priority-Based Budgeting has begun, which enables the City 
to examine programs and provide transparency to the process.  
Along with these reductions, the Administration is currently ex-
ploring new revenue options in order to maintain a high level 
of services for the City’s residents, businesses and guests.  The 
Mayor will formally present his 2019-2020 budget on Monday, 
October 1, 2018.  The Council will deliberate on the Mayor’s pro-
posal and ultimately pass a balanced final budget by the end of 
the year.  As with other City business, all budget deliberations will 
occur in public meetings.  The Council meets every Monday (ex-
cept for fifth Mondays) at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall.  The Council Finance Committee meets on first and third 
Tuesdays at 5:30 in the City’s Hazelnut Conference Room at City 
Hall (next to the east entrance). 

Tukwila Police are connecting technology to crime information

Submit a Police report online
In many cases, you can save some time by complet-
ing a Police Report online.  It goes to the Tukwila 
Police Department immediately and you can print 
a copy of the report for free.  To use the reporting 
system, you must be sure that the incident is not 
an emergency, it occurred within the Tukwila City 
limits but not on a State freeway, and that there are 
no known suspects.  Go to:

TukwilaWA.gov/OnlineReporting 

View a Community Crime Map
Crime mapping is now available to the public.  The 
map is updated with information from Tukwila Po-
lice’s records system to provide up-to-date crime  

information.  It allows the public to see most of the 
various crimes (other than certain sensitive cases) 
that have occurred throughout the city along with 
some related information.  This is particularly im-
portant for those that want to track crime in their 
neighborhoods or around their businesses.  This 
information lets you know what is going on in your 
neighborhoods, and helps the Police Department 
identify issues and trends before they become even 
larger problems.

Some other Community Crime Map features are the 
ability to customize what shows on your map, sign 
up for regular email crime alerts in your area, and 
submit an anonymous tip.  Search for Tukwila at:

CommunityCrimeMap.com

Tukwila 
W   RKS

Potholes?  Illegal parking?  Dumped 
garbage?  Flooding? The City of Tukwila’s 
reporting tool Tukwila Works allows  
users to report and track progress on 
non-emergency issues using the City’s 
website or via a smartphone app. 

To report an issue or download the app, go to: 
TukwilaWA.gov/TukwilaWorks


