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High Demand to Start a Food Business

• Nearly 200 people in South King 

County

• Over half from families with household 

incomes under $25,000

• 2/3 have food industry experience

• 5,000 more jobs in King County food 

sector over 5-year period



Top Barriers to Starting a Business

Capital & financing

Commercial kitchen space

Permits & licenses



Pilot Launched in 2017 



FIN Incubation Services



Tukwila Village Food Hall

Ground floor of apartment building

2,900 SF of commercial kitchen 

& dining hall space



Building on Success

In 5 years:

• 30 food businesses 

launched

• 40 jobs created



Meet Caroline, Owner of Taste of Congo



$700,000 Capital Campaign

Average new restaurant build out = $500K & up

Construction 60%

Equipment 30%

Design and Permitting 10%



$400,000 State Capital Request
~ sponsored by Senator Bob Hasegawa

Community Partners

City of Tukwila

King County Local Food Initiative

Ventures Non-Profit

StartZone at Highline College

Sustainable Housing for Ageless 
Generations (SHAG)

Somali Health Board

Congolese Integration Network

Lutheran Community Services

Forterra

Tukwila Village Community Development 

Association

Highline Urban Ag Program

International Rescue Committee

South King County Food Coalition

Food Lifeline

Northwest Harvest

Wakulima (Kenyan farming community)



cater your next event &
support our capital campaign

foodinnovationnetwork.org


