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>?@>A@B>B?	CDEF	GH	IJKLDMN	OMMPQEGLQ	IRJSK	TPRGJEP	UVWX	YQEPRZG[NM	XNSDMDEF		\PNR	]NRK	̂NH_̀		IaNQK	FGJ	HGR	EaP	GbbGREJQDEF	EG	SGZZPQE	GQ	EaP	OMMPQEGLQ	IRJSK	TPRGJEP	HGR	EaP	UVWX	YQEPRZG[NM	XNSDMDEFc			dJR	IRDeP	aN_	ePPQ	GQ	EaP	\JLNZD_à	UMNSK̀	CP[NR	NQ[	fRPPQ	TDgPR_	_DQSP	NE	MPN_E	EaP	hN_aGQ	WEN[P	GH	EaP	XRN_PR	iMNSDNEDGQ	EaGJ_NQ[_	GH	FPNR_	NiGc	jP	aNgP	NM_G	ePPQ	bRP_PQE	NRGJQ[	kNKP	jN_aDQiEGQ	NQ[	kNKP	WNZZNZD_a	N_	LPMM	N_	ERDeJENRF	_ERPNZ_	DQ	NQ[	NRGJQ[	lDQi	CGJQEF̀	jN_aDQiEGQc	dJR	SJMEJRP	NQ[	bRNSEDSP_	HG_EPRP[	ERN[P	NQ[	RPMNEDGQ_aDb_	ePELPPQ	ERDeP_	DQ	EaP	DZZP[DNEP	gDSDQDEF	N_	LPMM	N_	DQ	GEaPR	RPiDGQ_	GH	EaP	_ENEPc	dJR	bRP_PQSP	aPMbP[	EaP	mJRGbPNQ	OZPRDSNQ_	P_ENeMD_a	EaPZ_PMgP_	DQ	NQ[	NRGJQ[	jP_E	WPNEEMP̀	EaP	SDEF	GH	WPNEEMP	NQ[	EaP	PQ_JDQi	_JeJRe_	DQ	EaP	SPQERNM	nJiPE	WGJQ[	RPiDGQc	jDEaDQ	N	[PSN[P	GR	MP__	GH	LPMSGZDQi	EaP	_PEEMPR_̀	EaP	\JLNZD_a	LPRP	ZNRiDQNMDoP[	NQ[	RPMNEDGQ_aDb_	ePELPPQ	EaP	\JLNZD_a	NQ[	EaP	mJRGbPNQ	OZPRDSNQ_	ePSNZP	[PN[MFc	nMNSP_	EaNE	EaP	\JLNZD_a	NQ[	GEaPR	ERDeP_	DQaNeDEP[̀	J_P[	HGR	RP_GJRSP_	NQ[	_NSRP[	_DEP_̀	LPRP	GSSJbDP[	eF	EaP	_PEEMPR_̀	NQ[	_ERDbbP[	GH	EaPDR	QNEJRNM	RP_GJRSP_c	IaP	SNRPHJM	MNQ[	ZNQNiPZPQE	eF	EaP	IRDeP	LN_	[D_SNR[P[	NQ[	ERN[DEDGQNM	HGG[	NQ[	QNEJRNM	RP_GJRSP_	ePiNQ	EG	[LDQ[MP	HGR	EaP	\JLNZD_a	NQ[	GEaPR	ERDeP_c		UF	pAB>	PQiDQPPRDQi	bRGqPSE_	NRGJQ[	WPNEEMP	bPRZNQPQEMF	SaNQiP[	EaP	MNQ[_SNbP	HGR	EaP	\JLNZD_a	NQ[	GEaPR	ERDeP_c	IaP	_ERNDiaEPQDQi	GH	EaP	\JLNZD_a	TDgPR	PMDZDQNEP[	EaP	P_EJNRF	NQ[	ZNR_aMNQ[_	J_P[	eF	EaP	\JLNZD_a	NQ[	GEaPR	HD_a	NQ[	LDM[MDHPc	IaP	\JLNZD_a	TDgPR	D_	N	_NME	LP[iP	RDgPR	EaNE	iRN[JNMMF	ePSGZP_	HRP_a	LNEPR	_GZP	[D_ENQSP	Jb	EaP	RDgPRc	IaD_	D_	N	bMNSP	LaPRP	_NMZGQ	SNQ	NSSMDZNEDoP	EG	HRP_a	LNEPR	LaPQ	EaPF	RPEJRQ	EG	EaPDR	_bNLQDQi	iRGJQ[_c	jDEaGJE	EaP	P_EJNRF	NQ[	EaP	QNEJRNM	ZPNQ[PRDQi	GH	EaP	\JLNZD_a	TDgPR̀	EaD_	_PgPRPMF	RP[JSP[	HD_a	NQ[	LDM[MDHP	NQ[	_ENRgP[	GJE	GJR	bPGbMPc	IaP	_ERNDiaEPQDQi	GH	EaP	RDgPR	NM_G	NMMGLP[	HGR	DQ[J_ERDNM	ERNQ_bGRE	NQ[	bGMMJEDGQ	GH	EaP	LNEPRc	IG	HJREaPR	NMMGL	ERNQ_bGRE	HGR	MNRiPR	ZNRDQP	ERNHHDS̀	EaP	RDgPR	LN_	[RP[iP[c	IaP	[RP[iP[	_P[DZPQE_	NQ[	EaP	_P[DZPQE_	HRGZ	EaP	RPiRN[P[	NRPN_	GH	WPNEEMP	SRPNEP[	̂NReGR	Y_MNQ[̀	N	_aDbbDQi	SGQENDQPR	MGSNEDGQ	HGR	ERNQ_bGREc	IaP	[RP[iP[	ZNEPRDNM_	LPRP	NM_G	J_P[	EG	HDMM	DQ	EaP	P_EJNRF̀	SGgPRDQi	GJR	LNEPRLNF_	NQ[	MGGKGJE_̀	NQ[	SRPNEP[	LaNE	D_	QGL	KQGLQ	N_	Wd\d	r_GJEa	GH	[GLQEGLQsc	IaP	SRPNEDGQ	GH	EaP	UNMMNR[	kGSK_	NMMGLP[	HGR	EaP	]GQEMNKP	CJÈ	LaDSa	aN[	ePPQ	N	_PN_GQNM	SNQGP	bN__NiP	ePELPPQ	kNKP	jN_aDQiEGQ	NQ[	kNKP	tQDGQ	eF	GJR	bPGbMPc	IaP_P	bRGqPSE_	MGLPRP[	kNKP	jN_aDQiEGQ	LaDSa	_Je_PuJPQEMF	[RDP[	Jb	EaP	UMNSK	TDgPR	EG	N	QGL	RDbNRDNQ	HGRP_Ec	IaP	UMNSK	TDgPR	D_	EaP	eDREabMNSP	GH	EaP	\JLNZD_a	NQ[	DE_	SaDPH̀	CaDPH	WPNEEMPc	IaP	UMNSK	TDgPR	LN_	aGZP	EG	NeJQ[NQE	_NMZGQ	NQ[	LN_	EaP	GJEMPE	HGR	kNKP	jN_aDQiEGQ	NQ[	[RNDQP[	DQEG	EaP	fRPPQ@\JLNZD_a	jNEPRLNF	v	NQ[	NE	EDZP_̀	EaP	UMNSK	TDgPR	RPgPR_P[	HMGL	[JRDQi	aDia	ED[P_	NQ[	HMGG[DQic		jDEaDQ	N	_aGRE	_bNQ	GH	EDZP̀	GJR	MNQ[̀	bPGbMP̀	NQ[	RP_GJRSP_	LPRP	[PgN_ENEP[c	IG	bRP_PRgP	GJR	wxyz{|}~{�	�z�}~�z{	wx�	GJR	LNF	GH	MDHP̀	EaP	SJMEJRNM	bRP_PRgNEDGQ	[PbNREZPQE	D_	gDENM	EG	GJR	ERDeP	NQ[	DE_	MDQK	EG	EaP	bN_Ec	IaP	KQGLMP[iP	GH	GJR	NQSP_EGR_	aN_	ePPQ	MG_E	[JP	EG	EaP	GSSJbNEDGQ	NQ[	EaP	ERNQ_HGRZNEDGQ	GH	GJR	LNEPRLNF_c	IG	SGQEDQJP	GJR	P�D_EPQSP̀	LP	QPP[	EG	ZNDQENDQ	NQ[	RPMPNRQ	LaNE	LP	
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>?@A	BCDE	FCG	CHG	I>JBKGALM	N>A	?O?GALADD	?LK	IHBEHGA	CF	E>A	PHO?QJD>	JD	LCE	RHDE	@JE?B	EC	CHG	I>JBKGALS	THE	EC	E>CDA	O>C	LCO	BJ@A	CL	CHG	CIIHUJAK	B?LKM	VHG	O?WD	?LK	EG?KJEJCLD	DEAO?GKAK	E>A	B?LKS	ICLDAG@AK	GADCHGIADS	?LK	GADUAIEAK	BJFAM		VHG	?LIADECGD	BAFE	TA>JLK	ECCBD	CF	E>AJG	BJ@AD	E>?E	?GA	LCO	THGJAK	OJE>JL	DAKJQALED	?	FAO	FAAE	HLKAGXGCHLK	JL	?LK	?GCHLK	YA?EEBA	?LK	?BCLX	CHG	GJ@AGS	E>A	PHO?QJD>M	ZFEAG	GA@JAOJLX	E>A	KG?FE	IHBEHG?B	GADCHGIAD	?DDADDQALE	FCG	E>A	[\Y]	̂LEAGQCK?B	F?IJBJEW	UGC@JKAK	TW	E>A	_JEW	CF	NH̀OJB?S	E>A	PHO?QJD>	NGJTA	OCHBK	F?@CG	?L	?BEAGL?EJ@A	?IIADD	GCHEA	E>?E	JD	F?GE>ADE	FGCQ	?	̀LCOL	?GI>?ACBCXJI?B	DJEAS	E>?E	KCAD	LCE	?K@AGDABW	JQU?IE	E>A	AL@JGCLQALE	CF	E>A	PHO?QJD>	aJ@AG	?LK	KCAD	LCE	IGCDD	LA?G	CHG	IHGGALE	D?IGAK	DJEAD	O>JI>	JLIBHKAS	THE	LCE	BJQJEAK	ECS	E>A	PHO?QJD>	bJBB	cGADAG@AS	_>JLCC̀	dJLKD	?LK	\CGE>	dJLKD	dAJGM			]CG	?BB	E>A	?BEAGL?EJ@AD	IHGGALEBW	BJDEAK	JL	E>A	[\Y]	KG?FE	IHBEHG?B	?DDADDQALE	FGCQ	efghS	E>A	PZZc	dŶZZaP	UGAKJIEJ@A	QCKAB	JLKJI?EAD	E>?E	?L	?GI>?ACBCXJI?B	DHG@AW	JD	>JX>BW	?K@JDAK	OJE>	?	@AGW	>JX>	GJD̀	CF	ALICHLEAGJLX	IHBEHG?B	GADCHGIADM	N>A	PHO?QJD>	NGJTA	OCHBK	GAICQQALK	?L	?GI>?ACBCXJI?B	GA@JAO	UAGFCGQAK	FCG	E>JD	UGCRAIE	JF	E>AGA	OJBB	TA	?LW	KA@ABCUQALE	E>?E	JL@CB@AD	XGCHLK	TGA?̀JLX	CG	AiI?@?EJCL	TABCO	IHGGALE	FJBBM	dA	OCHBK	?BDC	GAjHADE	E>?E	?LW	TCGA	BCXD	?LKkCG	?	XACEAI>LJI?B	GAUCGE	?DDCIJ?EAK	OJE>	E>A	UGCRAIE	JD	Q?KA	?@?JB?TBA	EC	HD	EC	>ABU	L?GGCO	KCOL	FHEHGA	ICQQALEDM	N>JD	JD	JL	?L	?GA?	E>A	PHO?QJD>	NGJTA	ICLDJKAGD	IHBEHG?BBW	DJXLJFJI?LE	?LK	>?D	?	>JX>	UGCT?TJBJEW	EC	>?@A	HL̀LCOL	?GI>?ACBCXJI?B	KAUCDJEDS	ADUAIJ?BBW	JF	AiI?@?EJCL	IHED	TABCO	FJBBM		dA	?BDC	GAjHADE	E>?E	JF	?LW	?GI>?ACBCXJI?B	OCG̀	CG	QCLJECGJLX	JD	UAGFCGQAKS	OA	OCHBK	BJ̀A	LCEJFJI?EJCLM	_HBEHG?B	?LK	?GI>?ACBCXJI?B	GADCHGIAD	?GA	LCLlGALAO?TBA	?LK	?GA	TADE	KJDIC@AGAK	UGJCG	EC	XGCHLK	KJDEHGT?LIAM	N>A	NGJTA	OCHBK	?BDC	BJ̀A	E>A	CUUCGEHLJEW	EC	TA	UGADALE	JF	CG	O>AL	?L	?GI>?ACBCXJDE	JD	CL	DJEA	JL	E>A	A@ALE	E>?E	?L	?GEJF?IE	CG	IHBEHG?B	GADCHGIA	JD	ALICHLEAGAKM		d>JBA	CHG	FCIHD	JD	CL	UGADAG@JLX	CHG	IHBEHG?B	GADCHGIADS	OA	?BDC	DHUUCGE	?LK	GAICQQALK	E>A	GAQC@?B	CF	JL@?DJ@A	DUAIJAD	?LK	LCiJCHD	OAAKD	?LK	GAUB?IA	?LW	UGCUCDAK	B?LKDI?UJLX	OJE>	CLBW	L?EJ@A	@AXAE?EJCL	EC	JLIGA?DA	>?TJE?E	FCG	L?EJ@A	FJD>S	OJBKBJFAS	?@J?L	BJFA	?LK	UCBBJL?ECGDM			N>?L̀	WCHS				\?LIW	Z	Y?ÌQ?L	_HBEHG?B	cGADAG@?EJCL			
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Allentown Truck Reroute Project  
Draft Environmental Impact Statement - Public and Stakeholder Comments 

Comment # Commenter name Comment Response 
1  Tuan Tran We would like to reroute it. There are a lot of big 

trailer Trucks. It is unsafe for residents and children 
who live in this area. 

Comment noted 

2  Robert (Bob) Deppe 
 
 

Maps fail to depict street names and landmarks to 
clearly show routes to the reader.  Maps on page 13, 
14, 16, 17,26, etc. As a reader cannot (sic) 

Planned revisions to maps will address these 
comments. 

3  Robert (Bob) Deppe 
 

Table 2.2-1: One scope issue missing is each route 
should address the long-term impact to the city for 
road/or state upkept on roads (such as 
maintenance, painting).  Suggestion: grade each 
route as Low, Medium and High.   Need to define 
each level with a value such as <$0.5M per year, 
<$0.51M to $5M per year, $5.01M to 25M per year. 
 

Specific impacts like those mentioned in this 
comment would be addressed as part of the 
design of the preferred alternative. 

4  Robert (Bob) Deppe 
 

No evaluation on any of the routes during severe 
storms or icy conditions - traffic being backed up 
onto roadways. 

Weather-related traffic modeling for weather 
conditions would be undertaken during 
planning and design of the preferred alternative. 

5  Robert (Bob) Deppe 
 

Several routes indicate "cost" for relocation of BNSF 
facilities (check-in/checkout), are these costs the 
responsibility of the Allentown project?  

BNSF will not share the costs of planning, 
design, or construction of rerouting freight truck 
traffic. 

6  Robert (Bob) Deppe 
 

Page 18, last paragraph.  No mention of the potential 
impact of truck traffic to Boeing Access route.  
Trucks causing traffic backups due to truck slowing 
down to exit road. 

Specific impacts like the one mentioned in this 
comment would be addressed as part of the 
design process for the preferred alternative. 

7  Robert (Bob) Deppe 
 

Section 5.0 needs a scoring matrix/Table that will 
score each evaluation topic. (Noice, Cost, 
Health/safety, Cultural Impact, Transportation, Land 
use, Length of time to complete project, etc.) Each 
topic would have a value such as High Medium, Low 
or None. An example would be given a value of 0, 5, 
10 and each topic would be a weighted, for example 
Cost would have a weighted value of 10, Land Use 

Measurement of potential project-related 
impacts is per methods that are specific to and 
required for each of the resource areas 
evaluated in the DEIS. 
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Comment # Commenter name Comment Response 
would have a value of 3, Noice would have a value of 
6. Neighborhood Impact would have a value of 8. 
Thus, the reader can easily understand the impact 
each factor has on each alternative route with the 
weighed scoring system.  The problem as each 
reader may have a different weighing factor for each 
topic, so your weighing needs some solidly 
researched.   

8  Donna Anderson Signalized intersections are proposed at 51st place 
South and 129th Street. There is no through road on 
51st Place South so no trucks would be coming 
down that road. So that statement needs to be 
corrected. 

The signal mentioned here would be at the 
intersection of S129th St and a proposed 
access road that would serve as the entrance to 
the BNSF facility in Alternative 4b 

9  Donna Anderson Soils mapped in Alternative 4b study area shows the 
new road on a portion of existing tall evergreens. 
Does that mean the evergreens would be removed? 

Engineering for all alternatives is at the 
conceptual level. The exact location of the new 
road would be determined during the design 
phase. 

10  Donna Anderson Soils mapped in Alternative 4 study area shows the 
new road would be across the street from 51st Place 
South. It would take a home that sits on the hill. 
There are 12 homes that would be greatly affected if 
the new road would be right across the street. How 
is that different and better than the trucks now going 
on 124th and 50th Place South? 

The comparison of the impacts of truck on S 
124th St and 50th Pl S is noted. 

11  Donna Anderson Floodplains: Alternative 3B would be located within 
the 100 year floodplain. How do we know that the 
construction of a bridge would not increase the 100 
year flood level? 

If Alternative 3b were selected the bridge would 
be designed to clear the Duwamish River during 
flooding. 

12  Donna Anderson Night time lighting: The bridge would be illuminated; 
it is unknown what type of illumination would be 
included. 

If Alternative 3b were selected lighting for the 
bridge would be determined during design of 
the bridge. 

13  Donna Anderson Alternative 4 roadway construction on 51st place 
South could affect homes on 51st place South and 
124th. 

Comment noted. 

14  Donna Anderson Alternative 3 the new access to the BNSF facility 
would be near residences of 51st Place South 

Comment noted. 
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Comment # Commenter name Comment Response 
increasing noise levels not only on the roadway but 
also on the southern end of the facility where all 
truck traffic would now have to pass through. 

15  Donna Anderson I chose to live in Allentown and have been here for 
45 years, even though the racks 124th and 5th place 
South. Many have come and gone. New home 
construction is still being built and people are 
choosing to live here because of all the amenities. 

Comment noted. 

16  Donna Anderson In reviewing the plans, Alternative 2 would be best 
and if not that one then No Action Alternative. 

Comment noted. 

17  BNSF The DRAFT EIS states the Project Objective in 
Section 1.3 is: “The purpose and need for the Project 
are to develop an alternative route to the BNSF 
Intermodal Facility in Allentown to improve livability 
and safety in Allentown without compromising the 
operations of the intermodal facility.” 
 
After review of the three conceptual layouts/exhibits 
provided for the three alternatives contemplated by 
the current DRAFT EIS document (Alternative 2, 
Alternative 3B, and Alternative 4), it appears all three 
conceptual layouts/exhibits do not fully meet the 
stated project objective. All three alternatives would 
negatively impact operations of the intermodal 
facility as currently designed/envisioned. 
 
All three conceptual layouts/exhibits would need 
modification to preserve current facility operations 
without impact. These modifications should be 
made for each proposed alternative, and the 
updated alternatives that preserve facility 
operations without impact should be re-evaluated 
for assumed impacts before proceeding to a FINAL 
EIS document. 

Comment noted. The purpose and need has an 
identified goal of not compromising the 
operations of the facility; all action alternatives 
are likely to have some impact on the 
operations but none would compromise the 
ability of the facility to operate.  
 
Future design activities for a selected 
alternative would include coordination with 
BNSF regarding the operation of the facility and 
identify steps to minimize impacts while 
meeting project objectives.  
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Comment # Commenter name Comment Response 
18  BNSF The No Action Alternative (Current Condition) is 

defined in Section 3.3 of the DRAFT EIS document. 
Per Section 3.3, the No Action Alternative assumes 
that all identified impacts detailed in the DRAFT EIS 
are based on all traffic to/from the facility using the 
42nd Avenue South bridge over the Duwamish River 
to access the regional road network. 
 
While BNSF believes this is a reasonable 
assumption for the purpose of this DRAFT EIS, it is 
important to highlight the existing condition for 
traffic is different than condition represented in the 
DRAFT EIS. Traffic patterns to and from the general 
area of the facility have been adjusted due to the 
42nd Avenue South bridge impact and resulting 
detour routing following the bridge strike. No detail is 
provided in the DRAFT EIS document for the 
Allentown Truck Reroute Project about the City of 
Tukwila’s plans to replace the existing 42nd Avenue 
South bridge, other than a brief statement of intent 
in Section 3.3. 

In addition to the overview of existing traffic 
conditions provided in the DEIS, the effects of 
temporary traffic revisions - resulting from the 
partial closure of the 42nd Ave S Bridge after 
damage from a bridge strike – are described in 
the permitting documents for the 42nd Ave 
Bridge Replacement Project. Those documents 
are referenced in the DEIS, and an overview of 
the project is provided. 

19  BNSF Alternative 2 is not feasible as conceptually shown 
in the DRAFT EIS document and exhibit(s). 

Comment noted. 

20  BNSF Trucking entrance/exit functions are currently 
handled at the southern end of the intermodal 
facility, away from the production area located 
primarily on the northern end of the facility. 

Alternative 2 proposes relocating trucking 
entrance/exit functions to the north end of the 
intermodal facility and separating them from 
the intermodal facility production area. 

21  BNSF Since the northern end of the facility is where most 
of the onsite production activities occur, the north 
end experiences the most amount of congestion 
onsite. 

Comment noted. See response on Comment 
#20. 
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Comment # Commenter name Comment Response 
22  BNSF Shifting inbound and outbound traffic to the north 

side of the facility as suggested by Alternative 2 
would mix incoming and outgoing trucks with live 
transloading operations occurring internally at the 
facility, creating both safety concerns and additional 
traffic congestion in and around the facility. 

Alternative 2 assumes that incoming/outgoing 
truck activities would be relocated to the north 
end of the intermodal facility, separate from 
transloading operations. 

23  BNSF Per Section 3.4.1 of the EIS document and shown on 
the current proposed conceptual layout/exhibit for 
Alternative 2, the new access road in/out of the IMF 
would only be one 12 ft wide travel lane with an 
additional 5 ft wide shoulder in each travel direction, 
a total width of 34 ft wide roadway. This road would 
need to be widened to account for wider shoulders 
to ensure vehicles using the road could safely pull 
out of the travel lanes and safely stop on proposed 
shoulder in the event of any issue. 

This access road proposed in Alterative 2 is 
conceptual – intended to indicate the basic 
feasibility of the proposed road’s layout. If this 
Alternative is selected as the preferred 
alternative, project-level planning and design 
would commit to a higher level of detail. 

24  BNSF Section 3.4.1 of the EIS document states “Due to 
geometric constraints and the alignments of Airport 
Way South and the new access road, access to the 
BNSF intermodal facility is only feasible to and from 
the north at the new intersection on Airport Way. 
Trucks entering the facility would do so from 
southbound Airport Way South, and trucks leaving 
the facility would make a right turn onto northbound 
Airport Way South.” The proposed intersection 
located at the intersection of the proposed 
Alternative 2 access road and Airport Way S is 
located at the bottom of the off-ramp for NB traffic 
leaving S Boeing Access Road to enter Airport Way 
South. This new intersection may pose traffic safety 
issues with the new interaction of proposed truck 
traffic leaving the facility and off ramp vehicles from 
S Boeing Access Road. Additionally, the proposed 
limitation of only being able to turn left into the 
facility and right out of the facility is not desirable. 

A north-only direction for both inbound and 
outbound traffic for the proposed entrance 
would reduce conflicts between trucks and 
traffic using the above-mentioned off-ramp. 
Please note that this is a conceptual-level 
design. If this Alternative is selected as the 
preferred alternative, the design team would 
work with BNSF to determine a safe distance 
between the proposed entrance and the off-
ramp. 
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25  BNSF Significant modifications to the existing intermodal 

facility would be needed as part of Alternative 2 to 
mitigate impact to facility operations. These 
additional modifications are not currently 
represented in the DRAFT EIS document and 
associated Alternative 2 layout/exhibit drawings in 
Appendix B, so the overall analysis of the impacts of 
proposed Alternative 2 is currently incomplete. 

The Alterative 2 design is conceptual – intended 
to provide the level of detail needed for the 
analysis required for a non project EIS. If 
Alternative 2 is selected as the preferred 
alternative, the City would work with BNSF to 
ensure that project-level planning and design 
would support intermodal facility operations. 

26  BNSF The current Seattle Police Athletic Association 
firearms training facility is represented as “Yard Area 
Update” in Alternative 2 to attempt to mitigate 
operational impacts to the BNSF Facility. However, 
given the lack of detail for the potential development 
of the “Yard Area Update” area, it is difficult to 
determine if impacts to the intermodal facility can 
be adequately mitigated in the “Yard Area Update” 
area conceptually shown as part of Alternative 2. 
Additional information regarding potential use and 
ownership of the proposed “Yard Area Update” is 
needed for Alternative 2. 

Conceptually this area would be used for on/off 
loading trucks as that area would no longer be 
near the facility entrance relative to where it 
currently occurs due to the entrance relocation 
and would require removing existing buildings 
and likely terracing of the slope to provide 
enough area needed for the operations there. 
The area label has been updated on the figures 
to the term ‘expanded truck operation area’ to 
better describe the conceptual level 
anticipated use of the area.   

27  BNSF Section 3.4.1 states “the drawbacks of this 
alternative include the financial investments BNSF 
would need to make to relocate the check-in/check-
out facility, and to construct truck queuing lanes, an 
operations and administrative building, chassis 
parking area and a truck storage access road along 
the western edge of the facility.” There is currently no 
funding strategy identified by the City of Tukwila to 
fund any/all modifications/improvements proposed 
for the Allentown Truck Reroute Project. Additional 
information regarding funding strategy is needed. 

This statement has been modified to 
“…investments needed to relocate…” and a 
section has been added to Alternative 2 to 
detail why this alternative is not considered 
feasible to advance to the next stage of 
consideration.  Funding strategy would be 
developed once a preferred alternative is 
selected and costs can be more reliably 
estimated.  

28  BNSF Alternative 2 is not feasible as conceptually shown 
in the DRAFT EIS document and exhibit(s). 

Comment noted. See response to Comment 
#27. 



Allentown Truck Reroute Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement - Public Comments 

7 
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29  BNSF Potential impacts to Sound Transit Link Light Rail 

bridge as well as the identified impacts to S. Boeing 
Access Rd Overpass including a new “tunnel” under 
S Boeing Access Rd are currently part of Alternative 
2. It is unclear if there is enough vertical and/or 
horizontal clearance to pass underneath the existing 
Sound Transit Link Light Rail bridge without 
modification. Additionally, no information is 
provided about potential clearance envelopes in 
new “tunnel” underneath S Boeing Access Rd 
currently. This information is required prior to 
acceptance by BNSF. 

A statement has been added to the description 
to clarify that minimum vertical clearances for 
the existing Sound Transit Light Rail bridge may 
require cuts.  In addition, see response to 
Comment #27. 

30  BNSF Alternative 3B is conceptually the least impactful 
proposed alternative and is BNSF’s conditionally 
preferred alternative. 

Comment noted. 

31  BNSF Alternative 3B avoids residential neighborhoods in 
Allentown to the west and residences off of S 129th 
St to the east, accomplishing, at least partially, the 
stated objective of the project in Section 1.3 of the 
EIS. 

Comment noted. 
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32  BNSF As currently presented, Alternative 3B would 

negatively impact BNSF’s intermodal operations, so 
it does not fully meet the stated objective of the 
project in Section 1.3 of the EIS. The current 
concept/layout for Alternative 3B would result in a 
loss of capacity in BNSF’s Intermodal yard due to 
proposed location of new ingate and outgate 
infrastructure located on BNSF property and 
associated new roadway infrastructure. Additionally, 
there does not currently appear to be sufficient 
queuing distance on the north side of the proposed 
new intersection, between the new intersection and 
proposed gate infrastructure. The proposed queuing 
distance needs further evaluation to understand 
traffic and safety implications of Alternative 3B as 
currently designed/envisioned. 

See in part response to Comment #17. Existing 
facilities would be removed and the area would 
be repurposed to address the loss of capacity in 
the yard.  At this conceptual level of design the 
entrance could be shifted further into the yard 
to provide more queuing space with the tradeoff 
of capacity in the yard.  Should this alternative 
be selected to be advanced to further design 
these details would be addressed in more detail 
during project-level design.   

33  BNSF BNSF is conditionally receptive of Alternative 3B, so 
long as impacts to BNSF facility and operations are 
properly mitigated by providing replacement area for 
facility impacts. 

Comment noted. 

34  BNSF Alternative 3B would have the least impact of the 
three proposed alternatives represented in the EIS 
document on current trucking and transload 
operations at the facility. 

Comment noted. 

35  BNSF The current proposed conceptual layout/exhibit for 
Alternative 3B shows the new access road in/out of 
the IMF would only be one 12 ft wide travel lane with 
an additional 5 ft wide shoulder in each travel 
direction, a total width of 34 ft wide roadway. This 
road would need to be widened to account for wider 
shoulders to ensure vehicles using the road could 
safely pull out of the travel lanes and safely stop on 
proposed shoulder in the event of any issue. 

The access road proposed in Alterative 3b is 
conceptual – intended to indicate the basic 
feasibility of the road’s layout. If this Alternative 
is selected as the preferred alternative, project-
level planning and design would commit to a 
higher level of detail. 
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36  BNSF Alternative 3B appears to maintain existing and 

consistent access to on and off ramp highway 
infrastructure while reducing truck impacts on the 
local road network and Allentown residents. Per 
Section 4.6.5, Alternative 3B has the potential to 
“balance the distribution of traffic volumes and 
minimize delays across the network. This alternative 
also offers environmental benefits by reducing truck 
VMT compared to other options.” This quoted 
section suggests Alternative 3B (or something 
similar) is recommended as a long-term traffic 
mitigation recommendation. 

This has been rephrased to “…may help balance 
the distribution…”  

37  BNSF Possible impacts to the commercial businesses on 
the south side of the Duwamish River along Gateway 
Drive are not widely explored in the EIS document. 
Additionally, minimal details are provided in the EIS 
regarding the elimination of proposed Alternative 3A 
and what benefits result from eliminating Alternative 
3A in favor of Alternative 3B. 

The description of potential effects from 
Alternative 3B conforms with the generalized 
level of detail advised by SEPA guidelines. The 
summary of potential impacts is intended to 
form the basis for project-level review if the City 
selects and moves forward with Alternative 3B 
as the preferred alternative. 

The level of detail describing the decision to 
drop this alternative is similar to that for other 
alternatives that were considered but not 
included in the DEIS. 

38  BNSF Section 3.4.2 states “Alternative 3B would connect 
to the southern end of the BNSF intermodal facility 
which would make the cost associated with 
relocation of the check in/out facility much lower 
and logistically more achievable.” There is currently 
no funding strategy identified by the City of Tukwila 
to fund any/all modifications/improvements 
proposed for the Allentown Truck Reroute Project. 
Additional information regarding funding strategy is 
needed. 

Funding sources will be identified and applied 
for If and when the City selects and moves 
forward with a preferred alternative. 
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39  BNSF Avoids building new structures over BNSF right-of-

way which would put constraints on facility 
operations and infrastructure. 

Comment noted. 

40  BNSF Alternative 4 is not feasible as conceptually shown 
in the DRAFT EIS document and exhibit(s). 

Comment noted. 

41  BNSF Section 3.4.3 describes the proposed components 
of Alternative 4. Including stating “This alternative 
would widen the South 129th Street bridge over I-5 
and would construct a new roadway connecting SR 
900 (Martin Luther King Junior Way) to South 129th 
Street. A new roadway would be constructed on 
BNSF property to provide direct truck access from 
South 129th Street to the new check in/check out 
location that would be moved to the south end of 
the BNSF intermodal facility.” 

Comment noted. 

42  BNSF Similar to earlier comments regarding Alternative 
3B, Alternative 4 would negatively impact BNSF’s 
intermodal operations, so it does not fully meet the 
stated objective of the project in Section 1.3 of the 
EIS. The current concept/layout for Alternative 4 
would result in a loss of storage capacity in BNSF’s 
Intermodal yard due to proposed location of new 
ingate and outgate infrastructure located on BNSF 
property and associated the new roadway 
infrastructure. Additionally, there does not currently 
appear to be sufficient queuing distance on the 
north side of the proposed new intersection 
(between the new intersection and proposed gate 
infrastructure) at the bottom of the S 129th St 
bridge. The queuing distances need further 
evaluation to understand traffic and safety 
implications of Alternative 4 as currently 
designed/envisioned. 

See response to Comment #17. Similar to 
Alternative 3b (as stated in Comment #32) the 
existing facilities would be removed and the 
area would be repurposed to address the loss 
of capacity in the yard. Queuing extending onto 
the bridge does not impact local traffic on 129th 
St bridge since a dedicated entrance lane is 
provided.   

 

Should this alternative be selected to be 
advanced to further design these details would 
be addressed in more detail during project-level 
design.   
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43  BNSF Section 3.4.3 states “The existing bridge profile 

meets the minimum clearance requirements over I-5 
and the BNSF rail lines and runs at a grade of 8% 
(based on lidar information available)” While large 
trucks currently traverse the existing S 129th Street 
bridge over I-5 and the BNSF facility, a signalized 
intersection does not currently exist at the base of 
the S 129th Street bridge. Vehicles currently have an 
option to turn off S 129th St onto Railroad Avenue 
today, but the majority of vehicle movements 
proceed along the S 129th Street alignment. Putting 
a new signalized intersection at the bottom of an 8% 
grade may cause safety issues, especially in 
inclement weather, which must be evaluated further 
to better understand the risks. 

A statement has been added to this section to 
acknowledge this potential safety issue. If this 
alternative is selected it would be addressed 
during project-level design efforts.   
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44  BNSF Any construction of a new S 129th St overpass, or 

widening of the existing S 129th St overpass, will 
likely negatively impact BNSF operations for a 
significant period of time, so additional evaluation 
and appropriate mitigation will be needed to make 
this feasible. If a new bridge is constructed, the new 
overpass structure must clear span the BNSF right-
of-way to avoid facility operations. Section 3.4.3 
states “Construction to replace a section of the 
existing bridge and widen the bridge over the BNSF 
yard and rail lines would be disruptive to BNSF 
operations and would require significant 
coordination.” Section 3.4.3 also states “Truck traffic 
to northbound I-5 from the South 129th Street bridge 
would use the existing ramp from SR 900 (Martin 
Luther King Jr Way) to access the interstate. 
Revisions to the exit from the I-5 northbound/Boeing 
Access Road off ramp include shifting the roadway 
east to accommodate a new connection to the 
existing southbound on ramp from the Boeing 
Access Road Intersection, allowing for truck traffic 
to access I-5 in both directions. The shifting of SR 
900 east would require a tall retaining wall to be 
constructed to support the hillside”. These 
additional regional improvements included as a part 
of Alternative 4 result in “drawbacks of this 
alternative include the increase of weaving traffic, 
especially trucks, at the SR 900/I-5 on-ramp and I-
5/Boeing Access Road off-ramp. The reduction in 
design speed to facilitate the on ramp could present 
safety or operational issues and may require a 
deviation approval.” 

Your concerns are noted. Please note that this 
is a conceptual-level design - if Alternative 4 is 
selected as the preferred alternative, the design 
team would work with BNSF to minimize 
construction-related impacts and ensure that 
the design supports intermodal facility 
operations. Please also note that the 
description of potential effects from Alternative 
4 is conceptual - intended to form the basis for 
project-level review if the City selects and 
moves forward with Alternative 4. 
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45  BNSF The existing chassis storage lot is at a lower 

elevation than the proposed roadway outlined in 
Alternative 4, necessitating a redesign. 

Elevations shown for Alternative 4 are at the 
conceptual level of detail required for a non-
project EIS. They would be designed at a higher 
level of detail if this Alternative is selected as 
the preferred alternative. 

46  BNSF What are the impacts to existing operations at the 
Hub facility? Safe and efficient ingress and egress of 
trucking operations is most important to the 
selected alternative. BNSF’s ability to serve the 
Puget Sound Region is directly linked with the fluidity 
of trucks accessing the facility. 

At the conceptual level of design advised by 
SEPA, it is not possible to analyze operation 
impacts at this level of detail. If Alternative 4 is 
selected as the preferred alternative, project-
level planning and design would assess 
potential impacts to the Hub, and the City 
would commit to working with BNSF to avoid 
them. 

47  BNSF Where trucks go when they enter or exit the facility 
matters. The facility is wholly designed and flows 
around the existing south end gate location. 
Changing the location of the entry gate, especially 
on proposed Alternative 2 which moves the gate to 
the north end of the facility, would require 
substantial changes to the internal layout and 
operations of the Hub facility in order to maintain 
fluidity and avoid network congestion. 

Alternative 2 proposes relocating trucking 
entrance/exit functions to the north end of the 
intermodal facility and separating them from 
the intermodal facility production area. 

48  BNSF Maintaining fluid truck access to the nations rail 
network is of critical importance to BNSF, the region, 
our service partners, and our customers. We 
appreciate the careful consideration of the 
comments above and look forward to the continuing 
discussion on alternatives for the area. BNSF 
Railway is a key stakeholder in the decision and is a 
willing participant in the ongoing process to 
determine a viable solution that is mutually 
beneficial for BNSF’s operations, the City of Tukwila, 
and Allentown residents. 

Comment noted. 
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49  Stander Family LLC/Davis 

Wright Tremaine 
Proposed Alternative (i.e., Alternative 3A and 
Alternative 3B) which reroutes the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe (“BNSF”) truck route across a 
new bridge across the Duwamish River, would cause 
significant and unwarranted impacts to the 
environment, local businesses, and the community. 
In fact, the City removed Alternative 3A from 
consideration in the Draft EIS based on these very 
concerns, which are outlined in greater detail below.  

Comment noted. 

50  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

Because Alternative 3B would result in substantially 
similar or greater impacts, which could not likely be 
adequately mitigated consistent with SEPA’s 
requirements, it should likewise be removed from 
further consideration. 

The level of potential impacts of Alternative 3B 
would be lower than those of Alternative 3A in 
several significant ways:  

1) In 3A, access from the southbound I-5 
offramp would require a tight right turn onto 
48th Ave S, a potential challenge for longer 
truck and trailer combinations. 3A would also 
risk backups on the offramp, caused by freight 
trucks queuing on 48th Ave S to cross the 
proposed bridge leading to BNSF’s intermodal 
facility. By contrast, access to the proposed 
bridge in Alternative 3B would be via the existing 
signaled intersection at Interurban Ave S and 
Gateway Dr. S, on relatively straight and level 
roadway, approximately one quarter mile from I-
5 on and off ramps.  

2) In 3A, the ramp accessing the west side of 
the proposed bridge in Alternative 3A would be 
located in the right-of-way of 48th Ave S., 
requiring new access roads for businesses on 
either side of the ramp. The access roads would 
require acquisition of property in front of 
businesses in an area with narrow setbacks. 
This, along with construction of a ramp in the 
ROW, would generate high-level impacts to 
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businesses. By contrast, the west approach to 
the proposed bridge in Alternative 3B would be 
in a narrow strip of land acquired from the 
property that formerly served as a base for 
Yellow Trucking.  The new access road would 
accommodate queues of eastbound freight 
trucks without affecting public roadways.  

3) The proposed bridge in Alternative 3A would 
cross the Duwamish River at an oblique angle, 
resulting in a significantly longer structure than 
the bridge proposed in alternative 3B, and 
higher levels of impact to Duwamish River 
habitat. 

4) The vertical geometry of the proposed bridge 
in Alternative 3A would require substantial 
grading, including a retaining wall that would 
reroute the Green River Trail and create a 
hardscape that would impact existing habitat 
and reduce opportunities for habitat-related 
mitigation. In comparison, the bridge in 3B 
would require substantially less grading and 
slope retaining, resulting in lower-level impacts 
to riparian habitat. 

51  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

The relocation of the access route [for Alternative B] 
one block over from the proposed route in 
Alternative 3A does not resolve the adverse impacts 
of the Project and will result in additional impacts 
that should disqualify Alternative 3B from 
consideration in the Final EIS. 

Comment noted. 
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52  Stander Family LLC/Davis 

Wright Tremaine 
Alternative 3B is the only proposed alternative that 
involves the construction of an entirely new bridge 
across the Duwamish River, resulting in major and 
permanent impacts to the natural and built 
environment. Such impacts to the Duwamish River 
and surrounding environment are not only 
irreversible but also inconsistent with the current 
shoreline goals and policies outlined in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan and Shoreline Master Program. 

Comment noted. Potential effects, their 
severity, and potential mitigation measures 
cannot be accurately assessed without project-
level design and analysis, which the City would 
engage in if it were to select Alternative 3B as 
the preferred alternative.  Section 4.4.4.3.2.2 of 
the EIS discusses the bridge and compliance 
with the Shoreline Master Program.   

53  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

… the Draft EIS does not sufficiently analyze how 
this new bridge would affect public access to the 
shoreline, which would conflict with recreation, nor 
does it offer meaningful mitigation for the 
permanent loss of ecological and community 
shoreline functions. As such, the Draft EIS fails to 
satisfy the land and shoreline use analysis 
requirements under SEPA (WAC 197- 11-444(2)(b)). 

If Alternative 3B were selected as the preferred 
alternative its potential effects on the elements 
of WAC 197- 11-444(2)(b) would be determined 
as part of project-level environmental analysis, 
including identification of appropriate 
mitigation for detailed impacts that could not 
be avoided.  As noted in response to Comment 
#52, impacts to shoreline use from operations 
of this alternative are described in Section 
4.4.4.3.2.2 as they are known at this conceptual 
level of design; potential mitigation is described 
in 4.4.5. 

54  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

Alternative 3B will have significant unavoidable 
adverse impacts to the water quality of the 
Duwamish River. The Draft EIS acknowledges that 
stormwater runoff from pollution-generating 
impervious surfaces, such as the proposed bridge, 
has the potential to affect fish species, degrade 
habitat, and decrease water quality. Draft EIS at p. 
66. Accordingly, Alternative 3B would have 
significant impacts to wetlands, streams, and water 
quality that “could result from the permanent loss of 
wetlands, buffers, and their associated functions, 
and to changes to hydrologic conditions.” Draft EIS 
at p. 82. 

Comment is noted. Please see the response on 
Comment #53. 
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55  Stander Family LLC/Davis 

Wright Tremaine 
While the Draft EIS proposes mitigation measures 
for these impacts [to water quality], including plans 
to control runoff and reduce water pollution, such 
measures fail to account for the cumulative impacts 
on the Duwamish River if a new bridge is 
constructed. The environmental impacts to the 
Duwamish River would be magnified as the existing 
I-5 bridge would only be approximately 350 feet 
away. The proximity of this additional impervious 
structure would result in overlapping drainage areas, 
additive pollutant loads, and further chemical 
impacts to the river—effects that are not assessed in 
the Draft EIS. In the absence of a cumulative impact 
analysis and mitigation strategy, the environmental 
consequences of stormwater runoff under 
Alternative 3B remain significant and unresolved. 

Stormwater-related effects and associated 
mitigation measures would be considered at of 
project-level environmental analysis if 
Alternative 3B were chosen as the preferred 
alternative.  In addition it is important to note 
that no new truck traffic is proposed as part of 
this project; trucks are rerouted within the 
existing watersheds where impacts are 
currently occurring and stormwater runoff is 
treated under previous regulatory requirements.   

56  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

… the impacts of Alternative 3B on the Duwamish 
River will inevitably harm the aquatic ecosystem and 
directly affect the fish species that depend on it. 

Comment noted.  Detailed aquatic ecosystem 
impacts would be analyzed following selection 
of a preferred alternative as part of the design 
process.   

57  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

Although the Draft EIS concludes that there are no 
priority habitats, species, or environmentally critical 
areas within Alternative 3B (Draft EIS at p. 116), it 
simultaneously acknowledges that “[f]ourteen 
Priority Species of fish are . . . occurring within the 
Duwamish River.” Draft EIS at p. 103.  

There are no terrestrial priority habitats, 
species, or environmentally critical areas within 
Alternative 3B (Draft EIS at p. 117). Additional 
text was added for clarity. Aquatic priority 
habitats, species, or environmentally critical 
areas within Alternative 3B  are accurately 
conveyed on page 103. 
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58  Stander Family LLC/Davis 

Wright Tremaine 
… the Duwamish River is a critical area under 
Tukwila Municipal Code 18.45.030. Accordingly, 
critical areas and priority species are threatened by 
Alternative 3B, as the proposed bridge would 
introduce a pollution-generating impervious surface, 
serving as a “significant source of pollutants” (Draft 
EIS at p. 66), and the associated increase in 
stormwater runoff would alter hydrology and elevate 
pollutant levels to potentially lethal levels for 
aquatic species in receiving waterbodies (Draft EIS 
at p. 147). In light of these impacts, the mitigation 
measures outlined in the Draft EIS are insufficient to 
address the profound impacts on aquatic species 
and habitats, thereby placing the critical 
ecosystems of the Duwamish River and its fish 
populations at significant risk of irreversible harm. 

If Alternative 3B were selected as the preferred 
alternative its potential stormwater effects and 
impacts would be determined as part of 
project-level environmental analysis. Typical 
federal and state-required mitigation measures 
- such as capturing storm water and treating it 
in bioretention swales rather than impacting 
hydrology of the river – would be expected to 
reduce possible effects related to stormwater 
quality and quantity to below the level of 
significance.  Best management practices to 
address emerging contaminants would be 
applied at the time of project-level design 
efforts to reduce potential impacts to aquatic 
species commensurate with the best available 
science.  Note that the project does not 
increase the volume of truck traffic, as 
discussed in the response to Comment #55.  
Impacts to the Duwamish River via stormwater 
are currently being treated by compliance with 
previous regulatory requirements.   

59  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

Alternative 3B includes substantial and 
inadequately addressed cultural impacts on Tribal 
communities, particularly related to the Duwamish 
River and its importance as a traditional and cultural 
resource. The Draft EIS acknowledges that Project 
operation could have disproportionate impacts on 
Tribes and Tribal communities. Draft EIS p. 291. 
However, the analysis of these impacts under 
Alternative 3B does not provide a substantive 
evaluation of how construction of a new bridge over 
the Duwamish River—and the associated habitat 
degradation, noise, and visual intrusion—would 
affect contemporary Tribal use or cultural 
connections to this segment of the river. 

 
The City is consulting with the Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe and Duwamish Tribal Services 
Organization regarding potential Project 
construction and operations impacts on Tribes 
and Tribal communities and appropriate 
mitigation for such impacts. The Final EIS has 
been updated based on this consultation. 
 
If this alternative is selected as the preferred 
alternative the project-level design process 
would include continued consultation with 
Tribes and Tribal communities regarding 
potential impacts and appropriate mitigation for 
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Furthermore, the Draft EIS does not adequately 
identify mitigation measures specific to Tribal 
interests, including Muckleshoot Tribe’s federally 
protected treaty rights to access its usual and 
accustomed fishing areas and right to take fish from 
these areas.2 By failing to meaningfully assess the 
disruption of cultural practices and potential 
adverse effects to Tribal treaty rights, the Draft EIS 
does not adequately analyze historic and cultural 
preservation as an element of the environment. 
WAC 197-11-444(2)(b)(vi). This is particularly 
concerning given that the Duwamish River remains a 
central and living cultural landscape for Tribal 
members today. 

these impacts and additional analysis of Tribal 
resources and usual and accustomed areas. 

60  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

However, the Draft EIS does not sufficiently evaluate 
the socioeconomic, land use, and cumulative 
impacts of these acquisitions [on Commercial Land 
and Businesses], nor does it analyze the full scope 
of compensation obligations under state and federal 
law. The potential for significant government takings 
of private property and disruption to local 
businesses and property owners raises serious 
concerns, particularly given that less impactful 
alternatives exist. Thus, the City should accurately 
analyze the costs associated with acquiring private 
property necessary for Alternative 3B, including 
appropriate compensation that may be required in 
the taking of any private land for the Project.  

As a nonproject EIS, project documentation 
conforms with SEPA guidelines that advise that 
potential environmental impacts of project 
alternatives be analyzed at a generalized level 
of detail which forms the basis for project-level 
review if the City selects and moves forward 
with Alternative 3B as the preferred alternative. 

61  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

Relatedly, the Draft EIS fails to sufficiently evaluate 
impacts of the new truck route on businesses in the 
Gateway Corporate Center. Although the EIS notes 
an increase in traffic in this area—designated as a 
Commercial Light Industrial zone (See Draft EIS at p. 
169)—it classifies the resulting impact as 
“moderate”, despite heavy truck traffic being 

Please see the response on Comment #60.  
Section 4.4.4.3.1.2 notes potential for 
moderate impact to land use for the portion of 
the area with a specific designation, with 
potential mitigation discussed in 4.4.5.  If this 
alternative is selected to move forward to 
detailed design these potential impacts and 
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inconsistent with light industrial activities. Further, 
the Draft EIS concedes that while “there is a 
potential for adverse effects” resulting from the 
Project, “the cumulative effects cannot be 
appropriately quantified” until a full traffic study is 
completed. See Draft EIS at p. 331. It is essential to 
understand the cumulative effects of Alternative 3B, 
as the Gateway Corporate Center is a vital economic 
hub for the City, and the introduction of a new truck 
route could lead to significant challenges including 
increased congestion, diminished accessibility, and 
adverse effects on commercial operations. 

mitigation would be established at that time, 
when enough detail is available to fully assess 
impacts.   

 

Note that in this instance ‘heavy truck traffic’ is 
referring to the weight of the vehicles rather 
than the volume of vehicles.   

62  Stander Family LLC/Davis 
Wright Tremaine 

Moreover, while the Draft EIS outlines mitigation 
measures, these proposals address only limited 
aspects of the impacts—such as improving access 
for a single office building through a unspecified 
relocation of an entrance (See Draft EIS at p. 177)—
without fully addressing the broader land use 
conflicts and potential disruptions affecting other 
local businesses, including the Strander 
Companies. Thus, a more detailed and 
comprehensive analysis is necessary to ensure that 
the public’s interests are protected. 

Please see the response on Comment #60. 

63  Sally Blake I would like an EIS Supplemental done on an 
alternative we haven't considered. (129th and 50th 
Pl.) 

Why? 

This is the route during construction of the 42nd Ave 
S. Bridge so it will be in effect for quite some time 
even before we were to make it permanent. 

It places the responsibility on WSDOT for 
maintenance of 129th. WSDOT says the bridge is 
fine handling the trucks now. 

The City is considering preparing a 
supplemental EIS for the route mentioned in the 
comment and is looking for grants to fund it. 
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It's feasible. 

It's economic. 

They are already planning a new roundabout up at 
129th and Martin Luther King Way. 

The trucks can head north at the top of 129th (Left at 
Martin Luther King Way) then turn left on Airport Way 
to catch 599 one mile away. This route would take 
them five to ten minutes. 

64  Sally Blake The rail yard has important supply tasks for the 
entire area. This should be a shared responsibility 
between ALL of the communities, not just Tukwila. 

Comment noted 

65  Sally Blake It shouldn't be a surprise that the general public has 
a hard time going through your studies on paper. 

Comment noted 

66  Sally Blake There has got to be a way to make it easier for the 
general public to navigate through a document like 
this. Which sections are the most important? Can 
there be a synopsis of findings? 

Please see the first three sections of the DEIS – 
1. Summary (including Table 1.6-1, Potential 
impacts and proposed mitigation measures for 
each Alternative), 2. Introduction, and 3. Project 
Objective, Project Alternatives, and No Action 
Alternative – which provide an overview of the 
project, including existing conditions, proposed 
alternatives, and protentional effects of the 
alternatives. 

67  Sally Blake My expectation for the future is a solution to this 
decades-long problem. 

Comment noted 

68  Sally Blake Please make the display maps clearer. Maps will be revised as needed for the Final EIS. 

 




